
Data note 4 –  Census 2011 data shows differing trends 
in average household size within 
Oxfordshire  

Introduction 
 As part of the first release of the Census 2011 data, the Office for National Statistics has 

provided counts for household population and for households with at least one usual resident at 
local authority level. 

 According to the ONS Census definitions, a household can be: 

o one person living alone, or a group of people (not necessarily related) living at the same 
address who share cooking facilities and share a living room, sitting room or dining area. 

o sheltered accommodation units in an establishment where 50 per cent or more have their 
own kitchens (irrespective of whether there are other communal facilities). 

o all people living in caravans on any type of site that is their usual residence . This includes 
anyone who has no other usual residence elsewhere in the UK. 

 A group of short-term migrants living together are not classified as a household, and neither are 
addresses where only visitors are staying. 

 Households are, therefore, a person or people and are not the same as dwellings or housing 
units (and do not include empty or second homes). 

Trend in average household size 
 The average number of people per household has increased in Cherwell, Oxford and 

South Oxfordshire and decreased in Vale of White Horse and West Oxfordshire.   

 For Oxfordshire county, regionally and nationally the average household size has stayed 
the same. 

 Further analysis of these trends will be possible once the 2011 Census data on household type 
becomes available from November 2012. 

 
Average number of people per household, change from Census 2001 to Census 2011 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: ONS Census 2011, crown copyright, tables H01 and P07, ONS Census 2001 table KS19 
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DATA NOTE 4 - Census 2011 shows change in average household size  

District Data Analysis Service  30th July 2012 

 

Average number of people per household, change from Census 2001 to Census 2011 

  Census 2001  Census 2011   

  Persons per 
household 2001 

Population in 
Households* 

Households 
with at least 
one resident  

Persons per 
household 

2011 

2001 to 2011 
change 

Cherwell  2.43  138,900  56,700  2.45  0.02 

Oxford  2.32  133,200  55,400  2.40  0.08 

South Oxfordshire  2.41  131,500  54,100  2.43  0.02 

Vale of White Horse  2.46  118,000  49,400  2.39  ‐0.07 

West Oxfordshire  2.44  102,400  43,200  2.37  ‐0.07 

Oxfordshire  2.41  624,100  258,900  2.41  0.00 

South East  2.38  8,446,500  3,555,500  2.38  0.00 

England  2.36  52,061,400  22,063,400  2.36  0.00 

Sources: ONS Census 2011, crown copyright, tables H01 and P07, ONS Census table KS19 
*Total population MINUS population living in communal establishments (such as student accommodation, hotels or sheltered housing). 

 

For more information 

 Census definitions are published at http://www.ons.gov.uk/ons/guide-method/census/2011/census-
data/2011-census-data/2011-first-release/2011-census-definitions/index.html  

 Annual household totals and projections are published by Communities and Local Government.  Note that 
the current datasets are not consistent with the Census 2011 estimates. 

 The next release of Census 2011 is due from November 2012 to February 2013.  The timetable for future 
releases of Census data is set out in the Census 2011 prospectus at http://www.ons.gov.uk/ons/guide-
method/census/2011/census-data/2011-census-prospectus/index.html  

 

 

Data note prepared by: Margaret Melling, District Data Analysis Service, mmelling@oxford.gov.uk  07958 239857 as 
part of the 2012-13 District Data Analysis Service 

On behalf of: Cherwell District Council, Oxford City Council, South Oxfordshire District Council, Vale of White 
Horse District Council and West Oxfordshire District Council 

Data notes and briefings from this service are available at www.oxford.gov.uk/districtdataservice  


