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Growth in National Insurance Number 
registrations by overseas nationals in Oxfordshire 

 

According to the Department of Work and Pensions, in 2014 there were 9,600 adult 
overseas nationals registering for national insurance numbers (NINo) in Oxfordshire.  This is 
over three times in the number of NINo registrations in 2002 (3,000). 

Over half (5,400 of 9,600) of Oxfordshire’s overseas NINo registrations in 2014 were in 
Oxford. 

Total NINo registrations to overseas nationals in Oxfordshire, 2002 to 2014 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: Department for Work and Pensions Feb 2015 www.gov.uk 

 

In Cherwell, South Oxfordshire, Vale of White Horse and West Oxfordshire, the highest 
number of 2014 NINo registrations to overseas nationals were from EU Accession State 
countries including Poland and Romania.  Oxford had a different profile with the highest 
number registering from EU countries excluding Accession States. 

NINo registrations to overseas nationals in Oxfordshire 2014, by area of origin 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: Department for Work and Pensions Feb 2015 www.gov.uk; see notes for definition of Accession countries 

http://www.gov.uk/
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NINo registrations to overseas nationals, Oxfordshire 2014 

 

European 
Union 

(Excluding 
Accession) 

EU Accession 
States 

Other TOTAL 
 

Cherwell            355          1,188             236          1,779  18% 

Oxford         2,400          1,328          1,686          5,414  56% 

South Oxfordshire            257             519             159             935  10% 

Vale of White Horse            301             359             180             840  9% 

West Oxfordshire            164             435               76             675  7% 

Oxfordshire total         3,477          3,829          2,337          9,643  100% 

 

36% 40% 24% 100% 

 
Source: Department for Work and Pensions Feb 2015 www.gov.uk 
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NOTES 

 The DWP NINo data covers people allocated a NINo for all types of work – including the self-employed 
and students working part-time – and whatever the length of stay in the UK. It also covers adult 
overseas nationals allocated a NINo to claim benefits or tax credits. The data is a 100% sample held at 
case-level data sources.  

 The DWP NINo data does not show when overseas nationals subsequently depart the UK, nor does it 
show length of stay in the UK. The DWP figures are therefore a measure of inflow of overseas 
nationals registering for a NINo. It does not measure outflow or overall stock of overseas nationals in 
the UK. 

 A change to the process of recording NINOs during the quarter April-June 2014, means that the 
volume of NINo registrations recorded are lower in this quarter than would otherwise be the case 
(estimated to be around 15% - 25% lower in the quarter April - June 2014  and  2% - 5% lower for the 
year to June 2014). Therefore, comparisons of NINo registrations over time for the latest periods 
(quarterly and annually) should be viewed with caution. The process issues impact all nationalities i.e. 
the impact is not skewed to migrants from specific countries. 

 Geographical counts are based on individuals recorded address at the time of scan for that reporting 
period - the individual may have subsequently moved out of the area or back abroad.  

 According to the DWP statistical bulletin
1
 factors thought to be influencing the trends in terms of NINo 

registrations across different nationalities / world areas are: 

o Lifting of transitional employment restrictions (1st January 2014) for EU2 nationals - Romanian 
nationals are now showing the highest annual number of NINo registrations [across the UK]. 
Previously, Polish nationals have recorded the highest number of annual registrations from 
2011. 

o High unemployment rates, particularly from countries most severely impacted by the euro zone 
crisis – Spain, Italy and Portugal all feature highly. 

o Note - Bulgaria and Romania joined the European Union (EU) on 1 January 2007. Since then, 
migrants from Bulgaria and Romania (collectively known as the EU2) coming to the UK were 
subject to transitional employment restrictions, which placed limits on the kind of employment 
they could undertake. These restrictions ended on 1 January 2014. 

o Previously published analysis indicates that EU2 NINo registration figures from the 1
st
 January 

2014 are actually reflecting migration over an extended period: Approx 36% of those EU2 
nationals registering for a NINo since transitional controls were lifted had arrived in the UK 
before 1st January 2014 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Data note prepared by: Margaret Melling, District Data Analysis Service, mmelling@oxford.gov.uk  07958 239857 as 
part of the 2015-16 District Data Analysis Service.   

On behalf of: Cherwell District Council, Oxford City Council, South Oxfordshire District Council, Vale of White 
Horse District Council and West Oxfordshire District Council 

Data notes and briefings from this service are available at www.oxford.gov.uk/districtdataservice  

 

 

                                            
1
 https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/407501/NINo_Analytical_Report_Feb15.pdf    
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