
Over 1,000 children in rural Oxfordshire 
affected by Benefit Cap 

 
The Benefit Cap was introduced in April 2013 in order to encourage people into work, and 
stipulates a maximum amount that a household can receive in benefits (£350pw for single 
people with no children; £500pw for other family types).  It does not apply for those with 
specified exemptions (e.g. certain disability benefits, or those of pension age).  It is usually 
applied by withdrawing the extra money from a household’s Housing Benefit or Universal 
Credit.   
 
From November 2016, the cap will be lowered to £257.69pw for single people with no 
children and £384.62 for other family types; so some households can expect to lose up to 
£115 more in addition to the existing loss of income (NB: the cap levels are different in 
Greater London).  
 
In the rural districts (ie. not Oxford City), over 1,000 children have been affected (Chart 1) 
and around 49 households have lost more than £100 (Chart 2).  In West Oxfordshire, over 
half of the capped households lost more than £50pw; however in South Oxfordshire, only a 
quarter of capped households lost this much (Chart 3). 
 
Other key facts: 

 Across Oxfordshire, 60% of those affected by the Benefit Cap are lone parents. 

 43% of households in the South East who moved off the Benefit Cap have gone on to 
make Working Tax Credit claims – a higher rate than anywhere else except London. 

 Research collated by Oxford City Council has shown that the higher a customer’s 
benefit shortfall, the less likely they were to find a job.  Also, lack of suitable childcare 
was the commonest reported barrier to finding work. 

 

CHART 1: Numbers of children in households affected by the Benefit Cap  

since Apr-13 

 

                   Source: DWP (benefit cap statistics), released 04 Aug 2016 
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CHART 2: Numbers of households affected by the Benefit Cap since Apr-13 

 

                 Source: DWP (benefit cap statistics), released 04 Aug 2016 

 

 

 

CHART 3: Proportion of capped households since Apr-13 who lost more than £50pw 

 

             Source: DWP (benefit cap statistics), released 04 Aug 2016   
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TABLE 1: Number of households affected, with amount of Benefit Cap  

 Up to £50 £50.01  

to £100 

Over 
£100.01 

TOTAL 

Cherwell 65 14 16 97 

Oxford 130 57 50 239 

South Oxfordshire 48 12 11 64 

Vale of White Horse 41 19 14 73 

West Oxfordshire 33 20 8 69 

Oxfordshire 317 122 99 542 

Source: DWP (benefit cap statistics), released 04 Aug 2016 

 

Numbers do not sum exactly due to anonymisation. 

 

 

 

NOTES 

 Statistics and background information from https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/benefit-cap-
statistics 

 Numbers will NOT be exact due to confidentiality and anonymisation, especially in smaller data cells 

 Research by Oxford City Council Welfare Reform Team is found here: 
https://www.oxford.gov.uk/downloads/file/2118/welfare_reform_european_social_fund_project_executiv
e_summary 

 

 

Data note prepared by: Bella Image (iimage@oxford.gov.uk or 07483 011 142) as part of the 2016-17 District Data 
Analysis Service 

 

On behalf of: Cherwell District Council, Oxford City Council, South Oxfordshire District Council, Vale of White 
Horse District Council and West Oxfordshire District Council 

 

Data notes and briefings from this service are available at www.oxford.gov.uk/districtdata   
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