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~ Census estimates.

E V)
Census day was on March 27th, and in order ;
to maximise the response Census staff have g
since been following up households who &
have not returned their questionnaire. The @ PN
response rate varies widely by area and .E m
demographic group - the chart to the left
shows response rates by area for the 2001 & OXFORD

Census (overall it was 90% in Oxford, 94% in
England and Wales).
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However, the follow-up done by Census field
staff is just the start of the work carried out to
ensure that the Census is as accurate as
possible. The Office for National Statistics
(ONS) has also been conducting a Census
Coverage Survey to recount the population in
a small sample of areas. This capture-
recapture method is commonly used to count
animal populations in the wild. This allows
ONS to estimate the number of people who
did not fill out a Census form and therefore
account for them in the final published

Following the adjustment made by the
Census Coverage Survey the estimates will
be compared to other available data sources
- such as children receiving child benefit,
pensioners, university student enrolments
and households paying council tax (the latter
provided by the city council). A number of
demographic checks will also be made such
as comparing the number of men to women.

It is not until all these adjustments and
checks are conducted that the 2011 Census
will be published - which is why we'll be
waiting until next year to see the results.
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