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COUNTY: OXFORDSHIRE SITE NAME: SIDLINGS COPSE AND COLLEGE POND

Status: Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) notified under Section 28 of the Wildlife and Countryside Act
1981

Local Planning Authorities: South Oxfordshire District Council

National Grid Reference: SP555095

Ordnance Survey Sheet 1:50,000: 164 1:10,000: SP50 NW, SP50 NE

Date Notified (Under 1949 Act): 1975 Date of Last Revision: 1977

Date Notified (Under 1981 Act): 1986 Date of Last Revision:

Area: 22.2 ha 54.9 ac
Other information: Formerly included within the site notified as Wick Copse SSSI.

Description and Reasons for Notification

This site consists of a mosaic of several habitats including calcareous fen. carr, broadleaved woodland scrub, reedbed. open
water and acid and limestone grassland, lying in close proximity in and around a steeply sloping valley. Over 400 plants
are recorded including several uncommon species, one of which is afforded special protection under Schedule 8 of the
Wildlife and Countryside Act. Twenty-eight species of butterfly, 149 species of moth and several uncommon molluscs
have been reported. The site has a long history of recording and was well known to early Oxford naturalists such as
Gerard, Cole, Ashmole and Druce.

The underlying Corallian limestone is covered partly by shallow, brashy calcareous soils of the Elmton 1 series and partly
by well-drained coarse, loamy, sandy and acid soils of the Fyfield 2 series. The valley floor is peaty and a stream drains
westwards through the valley.

Sidlings Copse consists largely of standards dominated by oak, ash, cherry and birch over a rich understorey of hazel,
blackthom, field maple, hawthorn and dogwood. There are some areas of planted beech, larch, Scots pine and sweet
chestnut.

The ground flora which is dominated by dog's mercury Mercurialis perennis is rich in species indicative of ancient
woodland and includes wood anemone Anemone nemorosa, yellow archangel Lamium galeobdolon, nettle-leaved
bellflower Campanula trachelium, toothwort Lathraea squamaria, herb Paris Paris quadrifolia and early dog violet
Viola reichenbachiana. There is a small population of the very local green-flowered helleborine Epipactis phyllanthes.
In the more acid, ash and birch dominated areas the flora is dominated by bracken Preridivm aquilinum and brambles
Rubus spp. The woodland supports a diverse fungus flora which includes scarlet elf cup Saracoscypha coccinea,
carthstar Geastrum rufescens and bird's nest fungus Crucibulum vulgare.

Woodland butterflies recorded include white admiral Ladoga camilla, purple hairstreak Quercusia quercus and white-
letter hairstreak Stryvmonidia w-album. Amongst the diverse molluse fauna are two indicators of old woodland, Acicula
Jusca and Ena montana. The wood contains an active badger sett and supports a typical woodland avifauna, including
all three species of British woodpecker.

The wetter soils of the valley support fen and carr habitats. The calcareous fen is dominated by common reed Phragmites
australis, meadowsweet Filipendula ulmaria, hemp agrimony Eupatorium cannabinum, reed canary grass Phalaris
arundingcea and willowherbs Epilobium spp. Uncommon plants occurring in the fen include black bogrush Schoenus
nigricans, bog pimpernel Anagailis tenella. brookweed Samolus valerandi, marsh helleborine Epipactis palusiris,
broad-leaved helleborine £ helleborine, adder's-tongue Ophioglossum vulgatum, and a sub-species of fragrant orchid
Gymnadenia conopsea ssp. densiflora. The stream running along the valley floor contains a population of freshwater
crayfish Austropotamobius pallipes. a species listed in the International Red Data Book of Invertebrates. The fen
supports small clumps of ash, grey willow and aspen which contribute to the breeding habitat for birds such as sedge
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warbler, grasshopper warbler and reed bunting.
OVER/

At the western end there is a bank of 2 hectares of calcareous grassland dominated by tall brome Bromus erectus which
has over 120 vascular plant species recorded. These include many which, in Oxfordshire, are typically associated with
the Corallian Beds, such as wild liquorice Asiragalus glveyphyllos, large thyme Thymus pulegioides, woolly thistle
Cirsium eriophorum and bee orchid Ophrys apifera. Butterflies associated with the grassland include marbled white
Melanargia galatheq and dark green fritillary Argyvanis aglaia.

An area of bracken-dominated acid grassland occurs in a small side-valley on the northern slopes. The flora here. which
contains many early-flowering species, contrasts notably with the calcareous grassland nearby, and includes lesser
chickweed Stellaria pallida, early and silver hair-grasses Aira praecox, A. carvophyllea and early forget-me-not
Mvosotis ramosissima, together with some heather Calluna vulgaris.
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Oxfordshire Wildlife Sites Project Citation

SITE NAME: Peasmoor Piece ALERT MAP CCDE: SLINC 26
AREA:ca. 1.5 ha GRID BEF: SP 533082
DISTRICT: Oxford City EN_NATURAL AREA: Midvale Ridge

LAST VISIT DATE: 19 July 2001

SITE DESCRIPTION:

Peasmoor Piece is an area of scrubby woodland which has developed on either side of the
surfaced footpath which runs from Copse Lane towards Marsh Lane. The site is bordered on
the western and eastern sides by school playing fields and gardens. The woodland is mainly
dense hawthorn, blackthorn and ash and is of value to birds including blackcap which was
heard in 2001. At the northwest end of Peasmoor Piece there is a damper area with rushes
and willows but this is very overshaded by trees. The woodland and scrub continues along
the ditch running in a nartheasterly direction baside the playground, forming a useful wildlife
corridor.

A pond has been dug near the boundary with the Northway Community Centre, but this had
become very overshaded by large crack willows and had rubbish dumped into it (including a
shopping trolley) in 2001. Pond Action reported great crested newts in this pond in April
1999 although the habitat does not look very suitable for this species in 2001, Great crested
newts are a high priority for conservation in Britain.

An informal path has been cleared through the scrub along the eastern side of Peasmoor
Piece. Small patches of scrub have been coppiced beside the surfaced path and these
areas are showing good young growth. Given that this site is in a very urban area, the scrub
and woodland at Peasmoaor Piece has the potential to be of value for birds and the pond and
wet area could be much improved for wildlife by undertaking some clearance.

LK PRICRBITY EAP HAEBITATS: none recorded

LK PRICBITY BAP SPECIES: Great crested newt (reported to be in pond in 1999)

BED DATA BOOK SPECIES: Great crested newt (reported to be in pond in 1999)

MATIONALLY SCARCE SPECIES: none recordad

OXFORDSHIRE BIODIVERSITY CHALLENGE SPECIES:
Great crested newt (reported to be in pond in 1999)

BIRDS OF CONSERVATION CONCERN:
Red list: not surveyed
Amber list: not surveyed

IYPICAL WETLAND SPECIES:
Redshank, commeon figwort, hard rush, soft rush
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Legally Protected & Notable/Rare Species Records Site name
UK BAF Notable
Common Mame |Sclentific Name Abundance Sexistage |Date Grid ref. |Site Sub-sitelLocality (UK Legislation Status Invertebrates |BOCC Status
Wick Farm Woodland, WEC Act 18951, Schedule B,
Bilugball Hyacinthoides non-goripts |localy abundant Fre 1888 SP540087 |Barton Section 13 Part 2
Wick Farm Shalter Balt, WRC Act 1981, Schedule B,
Blusball Hyacinthoides non-scripta |localy abundant Fre 1988 SP553083 | Barton Section 13 Part 2
Sydlings Copss and
|Mere Wainscot  |Photedes fluxa 4 adult 18-Aug-96 SP546081 |College Pond OId West Fen Ma
Wllow Warbler  [Phylloscopus trochilus T5-May-T8 5P5400EE [Wick Farm Scrub Amber List
Schadule 5, parts 4{a) and
Water viole Arvicola terreatris 30-Sep-97 SPA4006S | Bayswater Brook by (WWEC Act 1961} Priceity Sp.
01 Apr 1999 - Schadule 5, parts 4(a) and
Wster Vale Arvicola terrestris 30 Apr 1999  |SP545085 |Bayawster Broak (b (WWEC Act 1881) Pricaty Sp.
0T Jul 1957 - Schadule 5, pars 4(a] and
Water Vale Arvicala terrestris 31 Jul 1997 |SPS4T0BM |Bayswater Brook b) (WEC Act 1881} Prionty Sg
07 Jul 1987 - Schedule 5, parls 4(a) and
Water Waole Arvicola terresiris 31 .Jul 1987 |5P54008d |Bayswater Brook (b} (AVEC Act 1861} Pricrty Sp.
Schadule 5, parts 4(a) and
watar Vale Arvicola terrestris 30-Sep-97 SPS50083 |Bayswster Brook {b) (WEC Act 1861) Priceity Sp
O Jul 1957 - schadule 5, parts 4(a) and
WWater Vale Arvicola terrestris 31 Jul 1997 |SP5S52083 |Bavewster Brook (b] (WWEC Act 1881) Priceity Sp.
OT Jul 7957 - Scheadule 5, pars 4a] and
wWater Vale Arvicala terrestris 31 Jul 1997 |SPS53083 | Bayswater Brook b) (WAL Act 1881) Prionity Sg.
07 Jul 1987 - Schedule 5, parls d(a) and
WWater Vaole Arvicola terresiris 31 Jui 1997 [sPS54062 |Bayswster Brook (b) (WEC Act 1881) Pricrity Sp.
Sydlings Copse and
Batdpar fales malss Badger Satt [01-Jan-75 SPE40080 | College Pond Syding's Copse  [Badger Act 1982
sSydlings Copsa and
Badger Males males Badger Sett [25-Apr-TE SP5400B0 |College Pond Syding's Copss  |Badper Act 1992
Schadule 5, parts T, 5ia)
Cammon Lizard  [Lacerts wvipsra 3 Adutt Jul-02 SPS4B0EE [Sydlings Copss and (b) (WEC Act 1981)
Prepared by TVERC 26/02/2007 Page 1




Appendix 4: Bird records as supplied by Oxford Ornitholegical Society

Grid Gricl
Species Date Number reference Species Date Number reference
Great Crested Grebe| 18/02/2004 15508972 House Martin 26/08/2003 35EU508972
Grey Heron 26/08/2003 1|5U508972 Grey Wagtail 26/08/2003 2BU508572
Mute Swan 26/08/2003 1|5U508972 Wren 26/08/2002 1450508972
18/02/2004 150508972 18/02/2004 ARUS0BYT2
Mallard 26/08/2003 31|5U508572 Dunneock 26/08/2002 20508972
18/02/2004 150508972 18/02/2004 AELS0EY72
Tufted Duck 20/05/1999 3|5P3942 Robin 26/08/2003 AELUS08972
21/05/1999 2|5P3942 18/02/2004 ARLUS0EYTZ
22/05/1999 2|5P3942 Blackbird 26/08/2002 pUS08Y72
Sparrowhawk 18/02/2004 15508972 18/02/2004 ARLS0EYT2
Buzzard 05/02/2004 1|sU5187 Song Thrush 18/02/2004 S[EUS0EIT2
Hob by 31/05/2000 1|5U508972 Reed Warbler 26/08/2002 1pUs08972
Pheasant 26/08/2003 115508072 Chiffchaff 26/08/2003 1pUs08572
Moorhen 18/02/2004 15508972 Leng-tailed Tit 18/02/2004 A[EUS0EYT2
Coot 26/08/2003 115U508972 Blue Tit 26/08/2002 SppuUs08e72
18/02/2004 150508972 18/02/2004 AELS0EFT2
Snipe 28/12/2000 450509972 Great Tit 26/08/2003 BlEUS08572
18/02/2004 1|5U508972 18/02/2004 S[EUS0EYT2
[Woodcock 19/02/2000 15509972 Magpie 26/08/2003 1EUs08572
Black-headed Gull 26/08/2003 15508972 18/02/2004 ARLS0EYT2
18/02/2004 1|5U508972 Carrion Crow 26/08/2003 1jpUs08972
Stock Dove 13/02/2000 40+5P542087 Linnet 18/02/2004 SEUS0EYT2
146/02/2000) 13|SP5507 Chaffinch 26/08/2003 2pU508572
[Wood Pigeon 26/08/2003 25/5U508972 18/02/2004 S[EUS0EFT2
18/02/2004 &|51508072 Greenfinch 26/08/2003 1EUS08572
Collared Dove 26/08/2003 350508972 18/02/2004 AEUS0EY72
18/02/2004 £)51508972 Goldfinch 26/08/2003 10fEUS08972
Cuckee 27/08/1998 1|5P5508 Bullfinch 26/08/2002 1jpuUs08e72
Barn Owl 31/12/1999 1|5U571972 18/02/2004 A[EUS0EY72
Little Owl 11/09/2000 1|5U504972 Baltimers Oricle 14/12/2002 1JSP5507
Green Woodpecker | 18/02/2004 &|51508972 19/12/2003 1EF5507
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e Bindiversity assesement of land at Barton Ol

Dear Mancus

T hawe Found records of a badger sett 2t SP 54820 and ane slhlly CUtsde yuu s
at 5P 550l A rosd casunliy was reported o 5P 547078

[ am enclosing an imvaice for £25 for funds to the Oxfoedsture Bodger Group
Could you pleass send the rommimeration 1o the sddress gt the wop of this letter.

W paars sincerely

Kathloen Rodgers { Records Officer, Cnfiordshise Badger Group)
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