
AGENDA ITEM 13 
 
 
To: Central, South & West Area Committee 
 
Date: 9 March 2010   Item No: 13     

 
Report of: Head of Community Housing & Community 

Development 
 
Title of Report:  Grant Application from West Oxford Community 

Renewables 
 

 
 
 

Summary and Recommendations 
 
Purpose of report:  To advise Central, South & West Area Committee of an 
application for funding from West Oxford Community Renewables. 
 
Key decision:  No 
 
Report Approved by:  
 
Finance:   Janine Graham 
Legal:    Helen Lynch 
 
Policy Framework:  Stronger and More Inclusive Communities 
 
Recommendation(s):   
 
Central, South & West Area Committee is recommended not to support this 
application. 
 
 
Introduction  
 
1. An application for grant funding has been received from West Oxford 

Community Renewables (WOCR).  This community group was 
established for the specific purpose to generate income for Low Carbon 
West Oxford (LCWO).  100 local people have bought shares in WOCR 
since July 2009.   

 
2. All the money generated from their investment will be spent on 

equipment to construct and commission renewable energy schemes in 
West Oxford including solar panels, a micro-hydro at Osney Weir and 
small wind turbines on Cumnor Hill. 

 
3. WOCR are requesting £9,991 to pay for the design work for the new 

powerhouse and specialist engineering advice to help them obtain an 

 



 
 

abstraction licence from the Environment Agency for a micro-hydro 
planned for Osney Weir. 

 
4. A micro – hydro is a piece of equipment that uses the energy produced 

by water and turns it into electricity. 
 
5. Eventually the electricity generated through this project will be sold to 

building and land owners (with any excess sold to the grid) and the 
earnings will be donated to Low Carbon West Oxford to reinvest in 
community projects to help make further cuts in CO2 emissions. 

 
6. The grant application is appended to this report for more information. 
 
Project Costs  
 
7. The funding requested from Central, South & West Area Committee 

today will be used to pay for the following item’s:- 
 

Items of Expenditure Cost (£) 
Design work 3,500 
Environmental reporting work 4,462 
Specialist engineering advice 2,029 

Total £9,991 
 
 
Assessment of Application 
 
8. The officers grant panel assessed this application on 09.02.10. 
 
9. The application scored well on need and meeting the aims of the 

Council. 
 
10 However, the panel were confused over the costs for this work.  The 

application asks applicants to tell us how much the total cost of their 
project or piece of work is.  The total cost shown on WOCR application 
is £16,391.  Shown as follows:- 

 
£16,391 (£9,991 2009/10; £6,400 2010/11)  

 
Requested from Central, South & West Area Committee today is 
£9,991. There is nothing in the application to explain where the balance 
of  £6,400 will be found or if they are intending to apply again in 
2010/11 to cover the total cost of this work. 

 
11. Applicants are asked how many people will benefit from their project or 

activity.  Within the application from WOCR it says 30,000 people using 
the Thames Path during the year will benefit from this project.  The 
panel were unclear how this will happen.  

 



 
 

Recommendations 
 
Central, South & West Area Committee is recommended not to support this 
application. 
 
 
 
Name and contact details of author:  
 
Julia Tomkins Tel. 01865 252685 email: jtomkins@oxford.gov.uk 
 
Background papers:  
 
Application appended for further information 
 
Version number: 2 
 























 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Re: Osney Weir Microhydro Grant Application 

 
TV Energy has considered the application made by West Oxford Community Renewables 

and considers that this project is worthy of support. Considerable effort has been invested 

in the development of this project by the Osney Island community.  Recent success with 

the Low Carbon Communities Challenge has made funding available to realise the 

construction of the hydro plant, and this additional funding for the design and planning 

studies would ensure that the benefit of the Low Carbon funding is fully appreciated.   

 

TV Energy is an independent, not-for-profit renewable energy agency covering the 

counties of Oxfordshire, Berkshire, Buckinghamshire, Surrey and Northern Hampshire. 

We work with a wide range of client groups, from individual homeowners, community 

groups and local authorities, through to large public and private sector organisations. 

 

TV Energy was one of the authors of the study Low Head Hydro Power in the South-East 

of England – A Review of the Resource and Associated Technical, Environmental and 

Socio-Economic Issues. The Osney Weir site was identified as a key potential hydro 

project by this study.  If and when it is realised, the Osney Weir is ideally located to raise 

the profile of hydro schemes in our region and thus it should be supported to encourage 

other schemes of this type to be pursued. 

 

 

Alison Wilshaw 

Renewables Advisor 

TV Energy 

 

 
 

www.tvenergy.org 
 

TV Energy Limited registered in England. Registered Office: Liberty House, New Greenham Park, Newbury RG19 6HS.   
Company Number: 4181231. VAT number: 834 8514 14. 
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